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The new programme of work was, nevertheless,
quickly decided upon, and during the month of July,
I made a design, prepared drawings, and soon after-
wards started the construction of the next plane. This
ship, to be known as the 8-3, was in general similar to
the previous one, but it was larger, was designed to
have a 40 h.p. motor and boasted various improve-
ments which were the result of the experience gained
with the S-2. The ailerons were larger and of better
design, and the control cables were tighter, since the
looser cables on the first two planes had not given the
quick response which was so necessary. The wings
were more accurately constructed, and were also better
covered.
In August I made a short trip abroad, visiting
Paris, and obtained a 40 h.p. Anzani motor. About
three more months of hard work, and late in
November, 1910, the 8-3 was completed, transported
to the field and assembled.
Early the next month I made the first flight, again
crossing the field from one end to the other. The
plane was obviously superior to the previous one.
The take-off, control, and other characteristics were
much improved, and there was a good excess of power.
Winter was early that year and the small river and
the few lakes situated around the field were frozen
solid. During the second week of December, I made
several more flights on the 8-3, gradually gaining
familiarity and confidence with the controls. All these
hops from one end of the field to the other lasted about
half a minute. The plane would climb easily to some
forty feet and would clearly have gone higher, but I
could not push the plane up and land ^within the